
 
 
 

Instructor: Prof. Hagop Sarkissian 
Times: 12:50-2:05pm MW 
Place: VC-11/160 
Office: VC-4/243 (enter through the Sociology / Anthropology Dept) 
Office Hours: 2:30-3:30 MW (or by appointment) 
Email: hagop.sarkissian@baruch.cuny.edu 
 
Course Description 
Philosophers have often been content to 'think from the armchair'—proposing thought experiments and other 
hypothetical scenarios and then making claims of the following sort: 

 "in such a case, most people would surely say that p" 

 "in this case, it is clearly the case that p" 

 “most people would surely say that p” 
These claims then play some role in supporting or refuting various philosophical theories.  Although 
philosophers frequently make such claims, they rarely endeavor to see if most people do, in fact, share the 
relevant judgments or intuitions that philosophers take to be obvious.   
 
Experimental philosophy is a new movement that supplements this traditional ‘armchair’ methodology with 
the methods of cognitive science, using systematic experiments to uncover how people actually think about a 
range of issues in traditional philosophy.  The aim is to better understand the status and scope of philosophical 
claims, to come to a better understanding of the human mind, and to clarify the role that appeals to intuitions 
play in philosophical theories. 
 
This course explores this new movement in "experimental philosophy", with a particular eye to seeing how it 
might (or might not) shed light on perennial problems in ethics, political philosophy, epistemology, philosophy 
of language, and metaphysics.  Topics will include free will and moral responsibility, character and virtue, moral 
judgment, personal identity, knowledge, and metaphilosophy. 
 
Course Material 
Knobe, J and Nichols, S.  (eds.) Experimental Philosophy.  New York: Oxford University Press 

 All other readings will be made available electronically via Baruch’s ‘Blackboard’ system. 
 
Assignments 

 Short blog entries will be required for each of the six units of the course—two per unit.  Your blogs for 
each unit will be worth 10% of your grade, but only your top 10 scores will count.  These are worth 5% each.  
10 x 5% = 50% of your grade.   Detailed instructions to follow. 

 There will be two graded essay assignments. 
o The first will be a written proposal outlining a project for the final paper, worth 10% of the grade.   
o The second will be the final paper itself, worth 25% of the final grade.   

 Classroom karma: your contributions to class discussion are vital to the success of the class.  To get full 
marks, you’ll need to attend and participate regularly and contribute positively to classroom karma: 15% 
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READING LIST (Note: This is subject to change.) 
Readings are from the textbook unless marked ‘*’ 

WEEK TOPIC READINGS 

1 Introduction to 
X-Phi 

*Appiah – ‘Experimental Philosophy’ 
Knobe and Nichols – ‘An Experimental Philosophy Manifesto’ 
Prinz – ‘Emirical Philosophy and Experimental Philosophy’ 

UNIT 1 – INTENTIONAL ACTION and FOLK PSYCHOLOGY 

2-3 Intentional 
action & 
attributions of 
mental states 

Knobe – ‘The Concept of Intentional Action’ 
Nadelhoffer – ‘Bad Acts, Blameworthy Agents, and Intentional Actions’ 
Cushman and Mele – ‘Intentional Action: Two-and-a-Half Folk Concepts?’ 
*Guglielmo and Malle – ‘Can Unintended Side-Effects be Intentional?’ 

UNIT 2 – FREE WILL  and MORAL RESPONSIBILITY 

6-7 Conditions for 
application of 
moral 
responsibility;  
freedom and 
determinism 

Nahmias et al – ‘Is Incompatibilism Intuitive?  
Nichols and Knobe – ‘Moral Responsibility and Determinism: The Cognitive Science of Folk 

Intuitions’  
*Brigard et al  – ‘Responsibility and the Brain Sciences’ 
*Freiman and Nichols – ‘Is Desert in the Details?’ 
Sinnott-Armstrong – ‘Abstract + Concrete = Paradox’ 

UNIT 3 – MORAL JUDGMENT 

4-5 The empirical 
bases of moral 
judgment 

*Haidt – ‘The Emotional Dog and its Rational Tail’ 
*Inbar et al – ‘Disgust Sensitivity Predicts Intuitive Disapproval of Gays.’ 
*Greene – ‘The Secret Joke of Kant’s Soul’ 
*Kelly et al – ‘Harm, Affect, and the Moral/Conventional Distinction’ 
*Goodman and Darley –  ‘The Psychology of Meta-Ethics: Exploring Objectivism’ 

UNIT 4 – KNOWLEDGE AND JUSTIFICATION 

10-11 Belief, 
evidence, and 
knowledge 

DeRose – ‘Contextualism and Knowledge Attributions’ 
*Neta and Phelan – ‘Evidence that Stakes Don't Matter for Evidence’ 
*Swain – ‘The Instability of Philosophical Intuitions’ 
*May et al – ‘Practical Interests, Relevant Alternatives, and Knowledge Attributions’ 

UNIT 5 – CROSS-CULTURAL DIFFERENCES 

12-13 Culture and 
cognition; 
theories of self 

Ames – ‘Reflections on the Confucian self’ 
*Nisbett – ‘Culture and systems of thought: Holistic versus analytic cognition.’ 
*Heine – ‘Self as Cultural Product’ 
Weinberg et al – ‘Normativity and Epistemic Institutions’ 
Machery et al – ‘Semantics, Cross-Cultural Style’ 

UNIT 6 – EXPERIMENTAL PHILOSOPHY – CRITICS AND DEFENDERS 

14 Philosophical 
implications 

Sosa – ‘How Are Experiments Relevant to Intuitions?’ 
*Kauppinen – ‘The Rise and Fall of Experimental Philosophy’ 
*Ludwig – The Epistemology of Thought Experiments’ 
Weinberg et al – ‘Are Philosophers Expert Intuiters?’ 

 


