
Philosophy 294: Experimental Moral Philosophy 
 

Dr. Chris Keegan 
Assistant Professor, Philosophy and Africana & Latino Studies 

517 Fitzelle  
Office Hours: Friday, 11-2, or by appointment 

Phone: X2811 
keeganc@oneonta.edu 

 
Course Description: Experimental philosophy (or what is sometimes called x-
phi) is one of the fastest growing sub-fields of philosophy.  Using experimental 
techniques, and marrying sociology, psychology, evolutionary theory, and 
neuroscience to traditional questions in philosophy, experimental philosophy 
attempts to return philosophy to its roots as a discipline that seeks answers by 
any means necessary – though this is much debated, even scorned by some 
philosophers.  Much of experimental philosophy is devoted to answering 
questions that revolve around morality, issues like intentionality, folk morality, 
causation of events, identity, the nature of morality, etc. These will be the topics 
of this course.  We will read from a wide range of authors, most of whom are 
formal philosophers, and we will attempt to grasp the nature of morality from 
several different angles.   
 
Course Attributes: LA; credit towards major or minor in Philosophy  
 
Course Objectives:   

(1) Develop, refine, and reinforce critical thinking skills. 
(2) Develop, refine, and reinforce the ability to communicate complex, 

potentially controversial ideas. 
(3) Develop, refine, and reinforce independent research and study skills. 
(4) Develop, refine, and reinforce the ability to discuss, debate, and explore 

complex, potentially controversial ideas in a communal context. 
(5) Develop, refine, and reinforce the comprehension of the complexity of 

contemporary moral theory, along with studies in neuroscience, 
evolutionary psychology, and moral psychology 

(6) Develop, refine, and reinforce the ability to understand, decipher, and read 
graphs and data points. 

 
Text: All course readings will be on Angel, most of them being journal articles, some of 

them being chapters from books or anthologies, and a couple are newspaper articles. 
 

Supplemental Material: Throughout the course, I will sometimes find it necessary, 

because of the class discussions, to put up additional material on Angel to further explain 

or explore points.  We will also view a few films in class that relate to the topics at hand. 

 

Course Format: This course is an upper-division seminar where students discuss the 

readings in a community setting.  This is a reading-intensive course; reading is an 
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absolute requirement for this class.  Students will be expected to contribute their thoughts 

on the reading topics. 

 
Course Schedule of Readings:  (The readings listed are due for that day.) 
August 26th: Introductions 
 
September 2nd: New York Times article on x-phi; “The Moral Life of Babies,” by 
Bloom; and “Morally Evolved,” by Frans de Waal 
 
September 9th: “A Neuroscientific Approach to Normative Judgment in Law and 
Justice,” by Oliver R. Goodenough and Kristin Prehn; and “Moral Judgment,” 
from Routledge Companion  
 
September 16th: “The Concept of Intentionality” and “Intentional Actions and Side 
Effects in Ordinary Language,” both by Knobe 
 
September 23rd:”The Knobe Effect: A Brief Overview” 
 
October 7th: “The Actor-Observer Bias and Moral Intuitions,” by Thomas 
Nadelhoffer and Adam Feltz 
 
October 14th: “At the Heart of Morality Lies Folks Psychology,” STEVE 

GUGLIELMO, ANDREW E. MONROE AND 
BERTRAM F. MALLE 
 
October 21st: “Moral Judgments and Intuitions about Freedom,” by Jonathan 
Phillips and Joshua Knobe [Mid-term Exam] 
 
October 28th: Korsgaard’s reply to Frans de Waal; Wright’s reply to Frans de 
Waal 
 
November 4th: “Norms and the Knobe Effect” 
 
November 11th: “Reflections on the Evolution of Morality,” Korsgaard Amherst 
Lecture 
 
November 18th: “If you like it, does it matter if it’s real?” 
 
December 2nd: “Objectification,” by Martha Nussbaum  
 
December 9th: “It Puts the Lotion in the Basket: The Language of Psychopathy,” 
by Keegan 
 
Exam: There will be one exam in the course, a mid-term.  It will include all the 
readings, lectures, discussions, and films up to the point of the exam.  It will be 
short-answer and essay. 
 



Paper: There will be a final paper for this course, which will examine in-depth one 
of the topics from the course and will draw on readings from the class as well as 
other outside sources.  All sources should be presented on a Works Cited page, 
using Chicago Style formatting.  All citations should be in footnotes. The paper 
must be between 8 and 15 pages, double-spaced, 12 point font.   
 
Attendance: Attendance is required in this class, especially because it meets but 
once a week.  Students are allowed one unexcused absence; all other absences 
must be excused through full documentation.  If an absence is undocumented, it 
is not excused.  More than one unexcused absence will result in the loss of the 
full 10% o the attendance portion of the overall grade. 
 
Participation: Students are expected to contribute to discussions in each of the 
classes.  This requires students to be prepared for class, which means that 
articles have been read and are available to the student in class for reference 
(i.e., you need to have the papers in front of you, either printed out or on a 
screen). 
 
1 Paper = 40% (final) 
1 Tests = 40%  
Attendance = 10%  
Participation = 10% 
 
All grades will be available through Angel as the course proceeds. 
 
*Please note that students are required to follow the code of academic honesty 
as detailed in the student handbook.  Be mindful of the rules on plagiarism. 
 
 One kind reminder: 

 
Conduct that is detrimental to the running of the course will result 
first in a warning, and then next in an automatic expulsion from the 
course.  Such conduct includes, but is not limited to, repeated 
outbursts in class unrelated to, or inappropriate for, the discussion; 
repeated use of a cell phone; violent or threatening language 
toward one’s fellow classmates or the professor; repeated 
conversations with other students that distract the class or the 
professor; eating or drinking food that causes a distract for students 
or the professor. 

 
 
*Disclaimer: this syllabus is not a legal contract.  The professor reserves the right 
to change this syllabus during the course. 
 
 


